REWARDS OF EXPLORERS
AND EXCAVATORS,

Valuable Testimony to the Truth
of Seripture from Baby-
lon and Assyria.

[Correspondomcact the Richmond Dispateh.]

A few yonrs ago I wrote for the col-
umns of the Disearon an acconnt of the
remarkablo discoverios in Asayria and
Babylon, and now I shall continue the
series of articles which was then begun.

During the last foor years explorers
and excarptors have been busy, and
their search las been bountifully re-
warded, New cities have been. un-
earthed and bundreds of inseribed tab-

lots, sesls, and eylinders have been
fonnd, sud as theirstrango looking signs
are translated they toll a story that is
truly wonderful. in fuct, the entire ne-
count of Assyrian and Pabylonian
discovery is one of the most charm-
ing romances of modern literature,
It ia thonght stranga indeed that these
two nations, who oec'uried the birth-
land of Abraham (Chaldea) and who,
persecnted and  floslly enslaved the
neighboring leraelites, should rise at this
late date to declare that the Hihle of
their old enemics is trustworthy and
true,
GEAVE-YARD OF EMPIRES,

To those unfamiliar with the recent
castern discoveries, let it be suid, that
during the present century the land
lying between the Tigris and the Iu-
phrates has proven to Lo the grave-yard
of two mighty empires—viz,, the Assy-
rinn and the Babylonian, The former
ended with the {all of its capital, Nine-
veh, in 606 B. C. ; the latter with the
destruction of Babylen in 508 B, C.
The two kingdoms were thought to have
bueen blotted from the face of the earth,
bat during recent yeara they bave burst
their prisou-doors and come forth to tell
their own story, Hundreds of eities
have been unearthed with their orna-
mented buildings, monaments and
tablets, and the inscriptions upon them
have been translated.

Many cities yet lie almost untouched,
wiuiting for the spade of the excavator,
und the work of exploration is now 1n its
infancy. FEveryday somenew disclosure
15 made and soholars are kept on tiptoe
of expectation.

The chief point of interest about theae
discoveries is the light which they cast
upon Old-Testament history and this
paper will mention meveral Seripture
passages which have thus been illumined
nnd confirmed,

TR OF THE CHALDERS,

The Bible student remembers that tho
city where Abraham was born and spent
Lis boyhood duys, snd from which he
wae Jured by the Livine promise, was
“Urof the Chaldees,” This city bns
been found and excavated, Tembles
and other buildings have been unearthed
nud their inseriptions have Dbecti trune-
Jutedd. The mapner of this discovery
was a8 follows : For many years the at-
teption of travellers hns been attracted
to mounds of ruins on the west side of
the Euphrates, but not until recently
Ts any explorer boldly struck his gpade
deep into these curious hillocks and un-
carthed their long-baried seerets, From
these resurrectod remuing eomes the in-
formation that they mark the birth-
place of the old petriarch,  This ecity
whers Aprahumn spent lus yvouthful days
14 revenled as enclosed in walls of oval
ehupo and filled with a large population.
Ju Abraham's doy it was a great com=
wercinl contre aud the capital ol the
wipghty Chaliean empire.  lioistry of
tie vilest kind, sttended by all forms of
wagie and witcheraft, reigned supreme,
sud in such  poisonous atmosphere
the foture friend of God, the
fuher of the Hebrew nation, received
hia Liovish impressions and grew up to
ronth and mankood. At the ruins of
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Urabont one hondred buosiness tablets

have beon unearthell, and their deserip-
tion o/ the eommercial life: of the eity
¢ opluing the remarknble business talent
displayed by Abrabam iu his later life,
The Bible represents him s very
wenlthy in eattle and gold, and lis
trapsaction with Fphron, the Hittite, ot
Hebron (hy which e seenred the cave of
Muepelah) shows his ekill in the artsof
trade, Think of reading to.dsy busi-
ness communications written in the very
time, nnd some of which possivly fell
under the very eye, of the youthiul
Abraham.

Uther tablets discovered at Ur tell of
how the land aronnd the city was irri-
l.'alul l-\’ canals and ['I'Uh'cl\‘ll 1"\‘
dykes,

The very mame *Abram" has been
found amopg the inscriptions asthe
pame of & conrt officer of a king who
ruled over this territory several ceutu-
riea later,

Another tablet contains a lLusiness
contract, one of the witnesses heing
+ Abuba, son of Ismiel "—the father of
Abuba bearing here the samo name as
Abrabam's son (Ishmael),

BAROGON, XING OF ABSTRIA

Tsaiah 3x., 1, reads as follows: “In
the year that Tartan camo to Ashdod
(when Sargon, the King of Assyria,
sent him) and fought against Ashdol
and took it, ete.” LU util the present con-
tury this was the only mention 1o sany
lustory of the name of Sargon as & King
of Assyria. The strange absenca of this
name in bistory cansed many eritics to
discredit the Seripture record and to
aflirm that no such person as Bargon
ever rnled over Assyrin. I Lo was a
real character,” said thoy, * then some
of the lists of Assyrian kings written by
Gireck or Latin historians wonld contsin
his name.” Such was their defiant elaim,
and friendsof the Bible hsd no opposing
testimony to ofivr,

But within recent vears a strange
thing has happened. A French archweolo-
gist, M. Hotts by name, while exca-
vating one day at Koyunjik, the site of
ancient Nineveh, heard something which
kindled his curiosity and caused him to
strike Lis spade into & new spot of earth.
A visitor to his camp told him of some
peculinr-looking ‘mounds at the villags
of Khorsabad, and thither M, Botia sent
6 force of excavatora, So successful
was their scarch that M, Botta trans-
ferred his eutire forco to the place sud
went exgerly to work, One day o spade
touched s stone, which soon proved to
be a part of & wall. Thig was found to
bo a part of a buildivg, and in s short
while M. Dotta was walking in un im-.
menso subterranean palace, which ex-
hibited s rare and splendid type of archi.
teoture and ormamentation and covered
the vast area of twenty-five acres. Dut
bhis greatest surprise was still lying in
lurk for him. On examiuing the in-
scriptions on tho walls he learned that
he was within the palace of Sargon,
King of Assyria. Let the reader im.
sgine what must have been Botta's emo-
tions as this wonderful confirmation of
Holy Writ burst upon his astonished

gaze,
Upon the walls of the palace were
fastened alabs which ware engraven with
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about him and . ete,
rﬂph of Philistia, Judab, Edom, and

oab, dwelling beside the sea, whose
duty it was to bring tribute and pre<cnots
to Amsur, my Lord (the great Assyrisn
deity), wers speaking treason,"

Verse ol this same twentieth
chapter of Issish mentions that in this
eawpaign the aid of Egypt and Ethiopia
was rought, 1t reads : ** And they shall
be afraid and sshamed of Ethiopia, their
expectation, and of Egypt, their glory.”
Now whet testimony has Sargon to offer
concorning this dependence ¥ Hin in-
seription reads: ¢ 'F:n people and their
evil chiefs carriod their preseuts unto
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and besought
hix sllinges to fight against me.” The
full record of Bargon is too lenathy to
be given Liers, Suflice it to say that the
other ‘porlirm thoreughly corroborate
the Old-Testament account,

SEXNACHERIN,

The nest tamous Assyrisn King is
fennacherib, and pround bis person
castorn discovery has thrown a pecnliar
interest,  His palnce with its seniptures
aud inscriptions has been found by ML
Botta st the site of ancient Nincvel,
It wus ot this epot thut M, Poila wus
excavating when he was culled to ths
monnd, under which was found the im-
mense palsce of Sargon. This King
Seannncherib, about whom so mnch ia
gaid in 1. Kiongs wnd 1L Chronicles, has
left upon the walls of his palace s full
ncconnt of his dealings with the He-
brews. Nob only docs he repeat, and
therefora confirm much that the Old
Testament tells us, buot he offers also
now testimony, which throws important
light upon Bible possages previously ob-
scure and spparently inncenrats,

Let the reader turn to LI, Kings xviii..
13, and he will find these words : ** Now
in the fourteenth year of King Hezekinh |
did Sennacherih, King of Ass ria, come
up against all the foneed cities of Judah
and took them.” Then follows along |
secount of this campuign.

The eanse for the invasion was as fol-
lows: Hezekiab, King of Judash, was
at this time linked with Sennacherib,
King of Aseyrin, by a treaty of allimnee,
Yrom a freakish impnlse Hezekigh de-
cided to Lreak with the As<yrian mon-
arch and try the friendship of the royal
ruler of Egypt. In this revolt Here-
kish was joned by mumny other cities
who alse were hound by freaty to As-
gyria. There wss one subject King,
liowever, who wvalued loyalty higher
than froedow, His namo was Padi nnd
his city was Ekron. BSBuch a conseien-
tious disturber of the revolt was placed
in chains by his own people and sent to
Hezokinhh at Jerosalem, When Hen-
nacherib heard of this widespread re-
bellion his eyes gleamed with warlike
fire ; he praparad for s eampaign of re-
venge, and quickly made a sucecessful
ettack upon the reckless relwls, And
now, wonderful to relate, the explorer
con stand within the palsce of this As-
syrinn King aud read apon its walls and
tublets an account of this rame invasion
written by the King Limsell, The re-
cord is clearly 1nscribed in stone, is guite
full and detailed, and reads (with some |
irrelevant matter Lhero omitted) ns fol-
lows :

INVASION OF JUDAI,

“TIn the conrse of my campaign T ap-
proached and eaptured Beth Dagon,
dopps, ete., the eities of Zedekiah, which
did not submit st once to my yoke, and
I carried nway their spml,  The priests,
the chief men, the common people of
ikron, who had thrown into chains their
King, I'adi, because lie was faithiul to
liis cathe to Assyria and bad given him
up to Hezekish, the Jew, who im-
prisoned bim like an enemy in o dark
ilungeon, feared in their hearts, * * =
I marched to the eity of Fkron and pnt
to death the pricsts and the chief men
who had committed the sin, and 1 hnng
up their bodiea on stakes all round the
eity, Thad Padi, their King, brought
out from the midet of Jernsalem and |
seated him on the throne of royalty over
qu':n. ete, But s for Hezekinh,' of Ju-
dah, who bad not submitted to my yoke,
forty-six of his stromg cities, togother
with innnmerable fortresses and amall
towns whielh depended on them, I be-
gieged and  captared Ly overthrow-
ing the walls and by open atiack,
by battle-eng anid battering-rams,
I brought out from the widst of them
and eounted as spoil 200,150 persons,
grest aod small, wale and femole, and
horses, mules, nsses, camels, oxen, and
sheep withont pumber,  Hezekinh him-
self I shut np like a bird in & eage in Je-
rsalem, Lis roval city. 1 builtas lineof
forts agamst bim, and 1 kept back his
heel from going forth out of the great
gate of lus eity. 1 cat off bis cities
which | had epoiled from the midst of
| hig land. * * ¢ The fear of
the greatness of my majesty overwhelmed
Lim, even Hezekiah, aud Le sent after
me to Nincveh, my royal city, by way of
gift aud tribute, the Arabsand Lis body-
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| but merely to v fix thinea' s0.a4 to com-

| i8 even that the temptation to wrnite you

mentioned .
tﬁ?;;pﬂ.lnl fonght with Judah sgninst
Sennacherib.  The ian nd in
its account of the contlict says: ** As
the two armies lay one An-

apposite
othier there eamo in the night s mnlti-
turie of field-miee, which devoured all
the quivers and bow-stri
my and ate the thongs
managed their shields.
they commenced their flight and
multitudes fell, as they no.
with which to defend themselves.

“ There stands to this day in :he Tem-

s of Vulean s stone statue o
ill‘!.ll:ool‘?nptian commander in the above-
Téntioned contliet), with a mouse in his
hard and an inseription to this effect :
¢ Look on me and learn to reverence the
gode,' " (Herodotus, 1L, 14l.) Amobg
the Fgrptians the mouse was the symbol
of invigible destruction.

Such is the valuable testimony of the
truth of Seripture that is risiog {rom the
pravea of Assyrin. Uther words of con-
firmation might be added to these, bnt |
they must be resorved for s tuture
article. Erokmar B, HatoHER

Johna Ihpking University.
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Old Hickory's Pluck,

One of the * old inhabitants” of the
Sonth-Side says in @ letter to the Dis-
PATOH : S ll

I eannot belp thinking that the same

|
pameis now being played that was played |
in General Juckson's day—the United '
ria'es Bauk waoted n re-charter, and /|
General Jockson wonld not hear of it, |

1
The ban!

k (it sfterwnrds appeared) did |
everything it could do to bring on a
panic in the money world in order to foree |
C agress and General Juokson to e tend |
its charter. The latter (aa it appesrod |
alterwards) absolately drew in from 1ts

varions brapehi-banks the bulk of tho |
coin they held, and shipped that and
perhaps some of its own culn £ Enpland,
not to draw on nor 1o get intercst ou,

pol General Jackson to re-clarter the
bank. Theold Geoeral conld not see it,
anid soor alfter the bapk collapsed and
1I'Hli'| to he as  roilen ns 4 pear,

It wonld ruin our vonstry to have
only gold money, 1l a mouey parae is
pot brought on by the haters of silver
money it will not be the fanlt of such
haters,  ** Ahe rich have many friends,”
and so it 18 not to be wondervd nt that g0
many NEWSPRPer-men are against siver,
many of whom hikely know as muehabout
eommon-sense troth wnd eommeres as |
know how n newspaper (execpt puy in
advagee) should be run.

Sincercly yours,

Honenr A. Magrmis,
—

A New Zealander in Richwond,
T the Editor of the Dispateh :

1 so0 by your paper that New Zealand
ohjects to the annexstion of Hawail by
the United States

1 nm very glad that she has drawn at-
tention to hersell at ladt, if by so doing
it induces pecple to look at their maps
and find that slie is neither in Hussia nor
Timbueton

It is trne New Zealand is very small
and to many Amerieans s very *fone-
horse place,” but for all that I think
they might allow her to remain just
where sho is, instead of ** placing ™ (?) her
all over the globe in the outrugrous way
1 know of,

I am a New Zealander and have beon
asked snch absurd questions about my
home and go few seem to know where it

was too great to be resisted,
Yours, YU NEW Zearaxper”

HiGH LIVING, |
if you keep at it, {s apt to tell upon |
the liver. Tho things to provent
thisnre Dr, Fisree's Ploasant Pellets,
Take ono of thess little Polleta for a
corrective or gentle lazative—threa
for a catbartic, Thoy're the small- |
est, pagiest to taks, plansantest and
most natural in the way ther act,
They do permanent good,  Consti
pation, Indigestion, Bilious Attacks,
Bick or Bilious Headache, and all
derangements of this liver, stomach,
and bowels are prevented, relfoved,
anid cured

They're guargnteed to give satls.
faction In every cass, or yuur monoy I8
returned.

—

J

The worst cases of Chronie Ca.
tarth in the Head, yield to Dr.
Hage’s Catarth Remedy., So cer-
tain is it that its makers offer £500
reward for an incurable case.

LY 0 T

OLDEST AND LARGEST NURSERIES IN THE |

guard, whom he had brought for the de-
fenee of Jerusalem, Lis royal city, and
had furnished with pay, along with
thirty talonts of gold, 800 talents of pure
silver, carbuneles, und other precions
stones, & coneh of ivory, thrones of
ivory, an clephant’s hide, an elephant’s
tusk, mre woods whutever their names—
o vast trensure—as well ne the eunuchs
of his palsce, dancing men and dancing
| women ; and be sent his embussadors to
oller homage.” Sueh 15 the boagtfal ae-
count which SennacLerib gives of his
Palestine campnign,
THE BIRLE RECORD,

If the reader will refer to wverses 14,
15, and 16 of 1L, Kings xviil safter read-
g this Assyrinn secount he will easily
perceive that he is reading two records
of the game events,

Verso 14 of II. Kings xviil, reads:
*And Hezokiah, King of Judah, sent to
the King of Assyria to Lachish, sayiog,
1 haveotlended,” ete.  Btrangely enough,
a large stope slab has been excavated

MICTIL
500 ACRES IN NURSERIES,
100 ACKES IN ORCIARDS,
100 ACKES IN SMALL FRUITS.
FRUIT, ORNAMENTAL AND
SUADE TREES, SHRUDS, EVER-
GREENS, ROSES, AND VINES,
ALL STOCK GUARANTEED TO BE
TRUE TO NAME,

FRAVKLIY DAV RSERY COUPANY

OFFICE: 018 MAIN FTREET,

Ricumosp, Vi,
ffe G-5u, WEFIm]

Household Remedy

SCROFULA,
Cures *GiCexs,

SALT RHEUM, EC-

BBRV

and 18 now in the British Museum which
confirms this Seripture statement, 1t is
engraved with an elaborate pictorial re-
pregentation, in which Henuacherib is
seatod on his throne in front of Lachish
whils he receives the spoils of the eity as
it passed before him.  Above the seulp-
tured pieture is an inseription which
reads : ** Sennacherib, King of Nations,
King of Assyria, sitting on his throne,
causes the spoils of the city of Lachish
to pass before him." It was here at
Lachish that Hezekiah sent his prosents,

Verse 21 reads: **Thou trusted upon
the stafl of this bruised reed, even upon
Egypt.” This charge addressed to
Hezekiah by the Assyrian messenger re- |
fers to the assistance of Egypt that
Hezekiah had sought, Now this de-
pendence on Egyptian aid is also men-
tioned by Seunacherib in two or threo
places. In his inscription ba says:
*The King of Egypt, the bowmen, the
chariots, and the horses of the King of

Ethiopia had {;llaeml together innu-
werable forcea hnd gone to their assist-
ance,”

DESTRUCTION OF THE ASSYRIAN ARMT,

Ina second campaign occurred the
attack upon Jerusalem, in which the
army of Sennacherib was miraculously
destroyed in one night under the walls
of the city. The truth of the Bible
statement about this sudden calamity is
verified by the absence of any reference
:n tlu; Atha ;zmripﬁom to the end-
ng o campaign. Assyrian kings
in «their royal records are very com-
municative abont their victories, but they
become remarkably taciturn econcerning
their defeats. Althongh Sennacherio re-
lates in much detail the beginning of
his invasion against Judah, yet he for-
gets to tell q:i.n ﬁhyh.;d to slip
away 80 ¥ ietly from
Palestine and never mhg?l land
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being eMeacio n
toning up the system
snd restoring the con-
stitution, when impaired
from any cause, It is @
fire Tonic, and is almost supernatural healing
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Price, 81 per Bottle, 6r 8 Hottles for §8.
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